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How Can I Grow? Part 2  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Parable of the Sower and the Seed 
Learning To Manage My Spiritual Environment 

Matthew 13:1-9 
Evangelist John T. Edmerson 

Church of Christ Kennedy Heights 

Matthews 13:1-9 

 1 That day Jesus went out of (A)the house and 
was sitting (B)by the sea. 2 And [a]large crowds 
gathered to Him, so (C)He got into a boat and sat 
down, and the whole crowd was standing on the 
beach.  3 And He spoke many things to them in 
(D)parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out 
to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell 
beside the road, and the birds came and ate 
them up.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
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Matthews 13:1-9 
 

5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not 
have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, 
because they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the 
sun had risen, they were scorched; and because 
they had no root, they withered away. 7 Others fell 
[b]among the thorns, and the thorns came up and 
choked them out. 8 And others fell on the good soil 
and *yielded a crop, some a (E)hundredfold, some 
sixty, and some thirty. 9 (F)He who has ears, [c]let him 
hear.” 

Introduction 

• Growing a garden is a noble task. 

• Who wouldn’t like to have fresh organic 
healthy produce to feed their family? 

• One of the main problems with the idea is the 
work involved in getting the garden started 
and maintaining the garden for optimum 
results. We must weigh the activity against the 
intended result and ask ourselves is it worth 
it? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 13:1-23&version=NASB
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Introduction 

• For time’s sake today, I am going to focus on the 
weeds dilemma that keeps most of us from taking 
on the challenge of growing a garden. 

• Weeds may be unwanted for a number of 
reasons: they might be unsightly, or crowd out or 
restrict light to more desirable plants (especially 
crop plants) or use limited nutrients from the soil. 
They can harbor and spread plant pathogens that 
infect and degrade the quality 
of crop or horticultural plants. 

Images of Weeds 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nutrient
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathogen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horticulture
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Sermon Outline Overview 

Point 1 ---the growth attraction 

Growth is attractive. Do you know someone 
who you think is grownτspiritually speaking?  

Point 2 ---resisting and eliminating weeds 

Growth only comes about my managing your 
spiritual environment. No weeds. 

Point 3 ---the benefit of growth 

When you grow, you live healthier and longer. 

 

Point 1--managing my environment 

• Jesus’ thought is not a lesson in horticulture. 

• He is not necessarily pointing us toward 
growing a garden. Rather, he is making a point 
about our hearts and He wants us to see the 
comparisons between the growth in a garden 
and the growth in our lives. 

• He is using a parable to help us understand a 
deeper truth. 
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Point 1--managing my environment 

• The question then is what in my life acts like  
weeds? What in my life exists to (1) stifle my 
growth, (2) retard my opportunity for 
advancement and (3) ruin my ability to take care 
of me and my family? 

• In order to appreciate this, we are going to have 
to use our spiritual eyes… 

• Is food shelter and clothing enough? Have I 
satisfied my obligation to God with just those 
items? Is there more…? 

Spiritual Eyes & Physical Eyes 

• IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎΧ 

• With my physical eye, I see with my spiritual 
eye. They are two different sets of eyes. 

• The physical or carnal eye is attracted to 
things that are more shallow and temporal. 

• The spiritual eye is drawn to things that are 
deeper, eternal and long-lasting. 

• With every picture, my heart/brain combines 
ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƳŜΧ 
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vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΧ 

Three Questions 

1. Is what I am seeing something that is good 
for me? Can my children eat from this tree? 

2. Am I drawn to the result or the process? 
For example, a thing (house, car, clothes, 
etc.) is a result, study is a process. 

3. How will I benefit if I pursue this path? 

 

 

7 /ƻƳƳƻƴ ²ŜŜŘǎΧ 

• The weed of personal-life-disorganization… 

• The weed of family dysfunction… 

• The weed of thriving--absence… 

• The weed of a poor attitude 

• The weed of selfishness 

• The weed of poor practice 

• The weed of immaturity 
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Spiritual Weed Killer Must Be Applied! 

Sermon 1 Wrap Up 

• They would have been attracted to a bountiful 
harvest. In an era of industrialization, we must 
find an equivalent that satisfies Jesus’ original 
intent. 

• So, if not a beautiful garden, then what does a 
bountiful harvest equal for you and yours? 

• In our last sermon installment in this series, 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻǳƴǘƛŦǳƭ 
ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŀǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΧ 
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This evening from 5 PM ς с taΧ 

KEEPING IT REAL 
Discussion & Application 

 

What does the lesson say? 

What does it mean? 

What does it mean to me? 


